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Welcome to Kaipaki School.  We are a small, rural school located

in Cambridge, NZ.  We provide a caring and supportive

environment  in which children love to learn. Our school

curriculum includes a balance of academic, cultural, sporting and

arts based opportunities for our tamariki to thrive and grow. 

The Kaipaki School learning community is an environment where

children can be children, family is valued and learners are

empowered to become life-long learners who can make a

positive contribution to society.

We are  made up of Years 1 to 8 students across 6 well resourced

classroom spaces.  In 2021 we launched a new Year 7/8

programme which has been incredibly successful.   We have an

amazing team of experienced, nurturing and skilled teachers. We

are also lucky to have incredibly supportive Teacher Aides and

support staff. Our staff are dedicated to providing structured

learning programmes with a strong focus on progress and

achievement. 

SCHOOL DESCRIPTION



Kaipaki School was established in 1876 as Pukerimu School

further along Kaipaki Road.  In 1920 the school building was

moved to its present position some five kilometres west of the

original site.  Since then various alterations have occurred to the

building and eventually, two classrooms, a library and an

administration block were added, as well as a number of

resource buildings. In 2020 we we fortunate enough to purchase

our very own School Bus (after many years of fundraising and

hard work). We are very proud of this achievement. Our students

love having a school bus to take them to and from school.

We have a strong sense of community and involve our families in

all aspects of school life (e.g Ag Day, School productions camps,

school discos, community working bees, and many other

opportunities throughout the year.

There are many extra curricular activities provided at Kaipaki

School including sporting  events, team building activities e.g

The Amazing Race, swimming lessons in Terms 1 and 4, whole

school camps, senior camps, music lessons and many more.

Kaipaki School is a member of Cambridge Rural Schools and we

meet for sports events with our local rural schools throughout

the year. 

 

 



When your child turns 4, please pre-enrol so we know when your

child will be joining us. The link to our online enrolments can be

completed via our website page under: Online Enrolment Form

Please check our school zoning map via our website. 

Prior to starting school we offer school visits to our New Entrant

classroom to help with the transition. We recognise that every

child is different, and we cater to how this will look for each visit. 

Usually, we offer 2-3 visits in the weeks leading up to their start

date. Your child may start school officially when they turn five. 

Our junior school teaching team will be in contact around 1 term

before your start date, once you have enrolled your child, to

arrange and organise your school visits. 

You are welcome to make a time to come and meet us and have a

school tour. These can be arranged by calling or emailing our

school office (office@kaipaki.school.nz).   

 

ENROLMENTS AND SCHOOL VISITS



A school bag 

A change of clothes (including underwear)

A wet bag or plastic bag for changes of clothing 

Food for morning tea and lunch. Also a fruit or vegetable snack

for Brain Break. 

Comfortable shoes that they can take on and off independently 

We will provide (charged to your account): 

A school hat

A Kaipaki School T-shirt 

When your child turns 4 please pre-enrol so we know when your

child will be joining us. We do have a school zone so if you are

within this......????  HOW TO WORD

Prior to starting school we offer school visits to our New Entrant

classroom to help with the transition. We recognise that every

child is different, and we cater to how this will look for each visit. 

Usually, we offer 2-3 visits in the weeks leading up to their start

date. Your child may start school officially when they turn five.  Our

junior school teaching team will be in contact around 1 term

before your start date, once you have enrolled, to arrange and

organise how your school visits will work for your child.  

What your child will need when starting school:

A school bag that can be zipped closed. 

A change of clothes (including underwear).

A wet bag or plastic bag for changes of clothing. 

A lunch box with food for morning tea and lunch. Also a fruit or

vegetable snack for Brain Break. We encourage healthy lunch

box choices e.g a sandwich for lunch, fruit, muesli bars. 

Comfortable shoes that they can take on and off independently

e.g velcro works well!

We will provide (charged to your school account): 

A school hat.

A Kaipaki School T-shirt. 

Stationery and Book Bag.

What your child will need when starting school:

We provide a school bus free of charge to and from school. There

are 3 bus routes. Information about these can be found on our bus

website: https://kaipaki.easybus.nz  

Please contact Mandy in the office when your child starts school to

arrange transportation to and from school via the bus. 

 



Learning Through Play 

 

 

At Kaipaki School we implement 'Learning Through Play' in  our

Junior School. Learning through play is a pedagogical approach

where play is the valued mode of learning – where children can

explore, experiment, discover, and solve problems in imaginative

and playful ways. Providing 'Learning Through Play' in our Junior

rooms makes the transition from Kindy/Pre School to School easier

for the children. We have also found it valuable for developing

friendships and settling into routines quicker.  

A large part of our school day is spent allowing the children to play

at an activity of their choice, or at specific 'play stations' we have

set up e.g LEGO, Playdough, Crafts, Building Blocks.  From here, we

withdraw learning groups for writing, reading and maths sessions.

We also come together as a class at different times in the day for

mat time. These  times  involve reading stories, phonics sessions,

science experiments,  singing songs.

 



 

How you can support your child to be ready for school:  

 

 

 

 

 

Play word games like ’I spy’.

Make letters/words with playdough.

Listen to phonics songs e.g 'Jolly Phonics' on YouTube.  

Encourage reading by listening to and telling stories.

Recognising some letters of the alphabet and their phonetic

sounds.

Reading books daily to your child. So important! 

Encourage Independence: 

Developing independence is an important goal of the first year at

school. You can help by allowing your child to be responsible for

their belongings, putting their Book Bag and School Bag away and

giving them the time to do all they can for themselves.

Recognising their name:

Support your child to begin to recognise their name correctly.

Practise writing their name with a capital letter at the beginning

then lowercase letters. Encourage them to name their school

belongings themselves e.g lunchbox, book bag. 

Writing/Phonics/Reading:

Encourage activities that involve holding and using

pens/pencils/felt to develop the correct  grip.



Vocalising their needs e.g. ‘I need to go to the toilet please'.

Encourage your child to speak in full sentences when having a

conversation (sometimes this may need modelling to them).

Talk to your child about what they did that day e.g what was the

best part of your day at Kindy? 

Counting to 10 and back from 10 to 0.

Number identification to 10.

Finding numbers around the house and neighbourhood.

Talking about time, colours and shapes.

Talking about halves and quarters e.g making a pizza. 

Playing board games to practice recognising dots on a die.

Handling scissors/pens/felts.

Bouncing and catching a ball.

Puzzles.

Imaginative play.

Encourage turn taking as well as sharing.

Allow mistakes because they are vital for learning.

Encourage resilience when things don’t quite go their way!

 

How you can support your child to be ready for school:  
    Oral Language

   Mathematics

    Other Helpful Skills

 

 



Learning at Kaipaki School

 

 

At Kaipaki School we implement the 5Cs into all aspects

 of learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also have 4 school values known as 'RISE': Respect, Integrity,

Self, and Excellence.  



Contact Information for 

our Junior Team: 

 

 

 

Kim Budd 

Principal

 

principal@kaipaki.school.nz

 

Anna Topping

New Entrant Teacher

 

anna@kaipaki.school.nz

 

Lilah Fleming

Junior Team Leader

 

lilah@kaipaki.school.nz

Mandy McWha

School Office

07-823 6653

office@kaipaki.school.nz





We can't wait to have you

 join us at Kaipaki School! 


